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Hurricanes put strain on
Legion’s NEF

Continued on Page 8

Hero/from Page 1

In a matter of a few short weeks
this fall, the howling winds of
hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma
devastated the homes and lives of tens
of thousands of American Legion
Family members along the Gulf of
Mexico. Many of those impacted are
members of the Sons of The
American Legion.

The effects of this year ’s
calamitous storms have been felt all
the way north to Indianapolis,
Headquarters of The American Legion
and home to The Legion’s National
Emergency Fund (NEF).  For many
years, the NEF has helped Legion
Family members stricken by storms,
floods, earthquakes, fires and other
natural disasters.  More than $3 million
in direct aid has been handed out
since the NEF was established.

This year’s storms have greatly
strained the NEF.  Prior to the storms,
the NEF’s reserve funds were a little
over $1.5 million.  Since the storms,
more than $1.6 million has been given
directly to Legion Family members
along the Gulf, a small sum compared
to the lives that have been turned
upside down.  In an otherwise typical
year, the fund would approve about
$350,000 in grants to disaster-stricken
Legion Family members.

Sons have been quick to respond.
Last year, S.A.L. members
contributed about $9,000 to the NEF.
In the wake of this year’s storms,
S.A.L. contributions from around the
country already total close to
$100,000, but there’s much more that
can be done.

“Rally your members,” says
S.A.L. National Commander Bill
Sparwasser.  “We need to
encourage our posts and squadrons
to contribute generously to the NEF.
If possible, try to raise and donate
$1 for each member.  Not everyone
can do that, but some can even give
more.  Hold special Bingo nights,
golf outings and other fundraisers.
We are also asking those
squadrons with memberships of
several hundred or more to
participate in the NEF Adopt-a-Post/
Squadron initiative.  Helping others
to rebuild benefits us all.  America
is watching The American Legion in
action.”

More information about the NEF,
and reports on what American
Legion Family members are doing
to help rebuild along the Gulf coast
can be found at www.legion.org

Two views of what once was
the proud home of Gulfport,
MS Post 119.  Built along the
beautiful white sands of the
Gulf of Mexico, the Post was
a total loss because of the
power of hurricane Katrina.

Continued on Page 8

Son labeled a hero
The skies open up and it starts

to rain.  The rain doesn’t stop and
riverbanks overflow.  The lives of
Americans are in jeopardy.

Mark Olsen, a member of
Burgettstown, PA Squadron 698

dons rain gear, boots, a life
preserver, climbs into a small
boat and begins checking
houses surrounded by rising
flood waters.  He helps rescue
people trapped in a senior
citizens center, including
those needing wheelchairs

and walkers.  In the evening, Mark
drives to a nearby evacuation center
and makes sure people have basic
needs and medication.  He then drives
to the local fire station and helps get
some of the flood waters out of that
building.  Mark arrives home at 4:30
a.m. wet from head to toe.  For his
efforts he falls ill and is bedridden for
three days.

Mark’s adventures were not part of
this year’s hurricanes.  His actions
took place in September of 2004 when
hurricane Ivan dumped heavy rains
along eastern seaboard states.  Yet,
Mark sees many similarities in this
year’s hurricane relief efforts.

“At this time I feel there are so many
heroes out there in the Gulf
States…putting their lives on the line
for someone they may not even know.”

More than a few people have
disagreed with Mark’s belief he was,

“just a person that was there
helping.”  Last January, the
Lieutenant Governor for the State of
Pennsylvania issued a Certificate of
Appreciation to Mark for, “Having
demonstrated the qualities of good
citizenship through heroism,
kindness, and adherence to the
principles of our society….”  He was
also awarded a Certificate of
Commendation from the
Washington County Board of
Commissioners.

Two who know
Past S.A.L. National

Commander Royce Doucet lives 65
miles southwest of New Orleans.
He works as the supervisor of
transportation for his Parish
Schools and arranged for many of
the school’s buses to be utilized to
evacuate individuals and transport
SWAT personnel to the New
Orleans Convention Center.

Royce and his family were
spared dire consequences from the
storm.  The story was different
down the road in an area

unprotected by levees where
homes were lost.

“Legion family members and
local residents provided a great deal
of assistance to individuals just
outside our area. Legion family
members in adjacent parishes were
not as fortunate. Some have
damages to their personal and

Legion homes. Many have been
forced to change their way of life.  I
encourage all of you to support the
National American Legion
Emergency Fund as many
veterans and their families will have
many needs.”

Two/from Page 1

Jim Roberts is this year’s S.A.L.
National Membership Chairman and
works for the Florida Division of
Emergency Management.  He felt
the impact of three hurricanes while
living in Orlando last year.  He
moved into a new job and moved
his family’s home in the middle of
one of those storms.

“The Florida Sons of The
American Legion started taking
donations of goods and money and 
delivered them to the areas
affected.  Several of our members
living close to the impact areas
volunteered many hours with
Legionnaires, making sure the
needs of the population were met.”
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by William L. Sparwasser
National Commander

Be sure to come along for the ride

Continued on Page 7

Plan now for Salt
Lake Convention

It’s hard to believe that it has been
about 10 weeks and the year is off and
running. We have survived the Fall

National Executive Committee Meetings at Indianapolis.  The we weekend
was busy and very productive.

Member Training and Development once again had a very busy NEC.
This was the annual opportunity for
all Detachment Commander’s and
Adjutants to come and attend special
training and begin their new
administrative year. I believe that
everyone had a great time and found
the training most valuable. One has
to stop and think where would we be
as an organization if we did not
continue to educate and re-educate
our current and future leaders in the
S.A.L.  Thanks to the commitment of
every member of the NEC for their
desire to keep education as a primary
focus for successful growth and
activity.

Many issues and challenges are going to come before us this year.  The
most important thought anyone should have is how we address and
approach any issue or challenge.  Our approach will be reflective, as to
how prepared and committed to the programs of The American Legion we
are.  It is important that every matter be dealt with in a professional and
productive manor, always keeping in the forefront, “It’s not what is best for
me as an individual, but what’s best for the Sons of The American Legion
and the programs of The American Legion.”

Membership is everyone’s responsibility, so do you part.  Help the regional
Vice Commanders and membership chairmen to continue to keep the word
out there. It is important to keep “Revving Up Membership.”  I would hate for
any of our motorcycles to run out of fuel and not finish our “Membership
Ride 2006.”

Should you need assistance, here is the structure of our “National
Membership RIDE,” which concludes at our Salt Lake City National
Convention next August.
 
National Commander - National Ride Coordinator
National Membership Chairman - National Ride Director
National Vice Commanders - National Ride Captains
Regional Membership Team - National Ride co-Captains
Detachment Membership Teams - Detachment Road Captains
District Membership Teams - District Road Captains
County Membership Teams - Country Road Captains
Squadron Membership Teams - The Heart Beat of the Road Captains

As you can see, we have a very large ride put together this year.  So
please, if we are to reach 330,000 or more members, we need to support all

levels of this ride.  It’s not about the
amount of money we raise for this ride
- it is the amount of membership we
retain and new member growth we
realize this year.  When we reach the
ride goals we will raise the money we
need to promote the programs. 
Remember, membership means
growth and growth means program
support.

We have many things going on in
each of our Detachments. I would be
remiss if I did not remind everyone of
the many thousands of people in
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana
who have been left homeless and are
experiencing much instability and
disruption in each of their lives. It is
important that the Sons of The
American Legion continue to show
their support and commitment to the
National Emergency Fund. Please
continue to show your support for this
very important program of The
American Legion.

As I reflect back on the phone
conversations I have had with
members of the Sons who have first
hand knowledge of this disaster, it is
hard for me not to be overwhelmed with
emotions. I know that we will support
this very worthy cause and provide the
support needed to help bring the word
“normal” back into the lives of many.

In closing, I know that Sons support
many different programs of The
American Legion.  I know that hard
work and dedication will continue to
show our support for all the programs.
Often times we forget to share the
simple phrases “thank you for all you
do” or  “job well done.”   Let me never
forget to say it, “thank you for all you
do and what a great job you do for The
American Legion Family.”  I refer to you
guy’s as the, “we can get it done,”
guy’s.

Remember, “Sons Helping Kids”
and America’s veterans.  I continue to
serve for God and Country and The
American Legion.

The Detachment of Utah will
welcome you to the 2006 National
Convention in Salt Lake City next
August 21-23.  Plans are not final,
but here are some of the activities
we are planning for you to enjoy:

- Child Welfare Foundation Golf
Tournament on Friday, August 21.
The format will be a scramble made
up of four-man teams.  Mulligans
will be sold because we know how
well you play!.

- Convention Pins.  Several
Detachment of Utah Junior
members are computer graphics
whizzes and are already hard at
work on several designs.

- Junior Activities.  We will be
hosting several age-appropriate
activities for the Junior members
throughout the weekend.

Keep an eye here in the National
Update newsletter next spring and
summer for more information.
Meanwhile, make your plans to
come visit us next August in Salt
Lake City!

by Jon A. Tait
National Convention Chairman

Commander/from Page 2

by Geroge B. Evans
National Legislative Chairman

The goal of the Children and
Youth Commission of the S.A.L. is
the education, care and protection
of America’s children.  There are
many programs within The
American Legion Family, as well
programs supported by it, that
accomplish these goals.  Some of
those programs include The
American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation, Children’s Miracle
Network, Spinoza Bears, Josh Dogs
and numerous others.  Most of The
American Legion programs involve
the education of our children in
terms of America and patriotism.

The education and care of
today’s children helps make a
better, more informed, generation of
tomorrow’s adults.

We owe America’s children the
best we can give them.  With the
help of Sons of The American
Legion members, squadrons and
Detachments, we can show our
children the way to a bright and
secure future.

by Raymond P. Giehll, Jr.
National Children & Youth Chairman

Programs that
benefit children

Every Detachment should, by
now, have appointed a Legislative
Chairman and reported that
individual’s name to the S.A.L.
National Headquarters.  All
chairmen need to have access to
e-mail in order to learn about
legislation that is important to The
American Legion Family.  Through
the use of e-mail, information can
be quickly disseminated about
rapidly-changing events in our
nation’s capitol .

All Sons are encouraged to visit
our National Legislative
Commission web site at
www.sal.legion.org/legislative.
The site contains information on
legislative priorities, minutes of
Commission meetings, photos
from past Washington Conference
visits, a copy of our National
Convention Report Form that can
be downloaded and a copy of the
Legislative Commission Information
Booklet.

The Commission’s is now using
a new electronic tool called the
E-Group.  Simply contact me at
gbesal@aol.com to register for the
E-Group.  Once you have been
added to the roster, you can begin
to attend on-line chat sessions to
ask questions, learn about the latest
lobbying efforts and view an events
calendar.  The site will soon be
expanded to include reports of
national disasters so S.A.L.
members will be prepared to act
and provide aid when and where
necessary.

The programs and benefits for
our veterans are constantly being
chipped away.  Veterans were there
for us, now we must be there for
them.

Sons’ lobbying
efforts move into
cyber space

The winners are....
There’s a first time for

everything.
Such was the case when

Wichita, KS Squadron 401
(above right) and Essex, MD
Squadron 148 (below right) tied
for First Place honors at the
S.A.L. National Color Guard
Competition held in Honolulu, HI
in August.  For the next year, both
units will share the Stillwell Award
and proudly display the Guide-On
of a National Champion.
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It took the comment of an eight year old to ignite a spark
that is putting flags in every classroom of the Ferndale, MI
public schools.  When young Marina Kays mentioned to
her dad that her classroom didn’t have a flag, Detachment
of Michigan’s 18th District Sgt-at-Arms Dave Kays rallied
other Sons and they started collecting flags to give to the
school.  Like many other states, Michigan has recently
passed a law requiring public school students to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance each day.  Also like other states, many
schools don’t even have flags for each classroom.  Kays’
mission has grown and the S.A.L. District is now working
to get flags for nearby schools.  One donation they received
was a check to purchase flags and donate them in memory
of Alfred Habelman, a Brigade Command Sergeant Major
and Green Beret who was killed in Iraq last April.  The
donation came from a group of his friends.

Members of Putnam, CT Squadron 13 hosted their
10th annual Christmas In August (CIA) Toy Run on this year,
successfully delivering an estimated $7,500 of joy to the
young patients of the
Connecticut Children’s Medical
Center in Hartford.  The engine
roar of more than 250
motorcycles filled the air on a
Sunday morning as bikers
began their journey to Hartford,
led by Putnam S.A.L. Squadron
Commander Dale Currier in his
bright yellow pickup.  Each
motorcyclist was required to
donate $15 and at least one toy
as their entry fee.  Following
close behind was the
squadron’s CIA Toy Run tractor
trailer (right) filled with boxes of toys purchased with money
raised throughout the year. The trailer’s sides were marked
with the logos of numerous local businesses who give
generous annual donations to the CIA Toy Run.  The trailer

was donated to the S.A.L. several years ago and the
guys worked to make it road-worthy.  The Sons’
annual CIA toy run has raised close to $50,000 in the
last 10 years.

One of the most important
functions in any Legion Post is the
firing squad that handles funeral
details for fallen veterans.  Sons
in Ottumwa, IA Squadron 3 now
hold an annual appreciation dinner
(right) for those volunteers.  Each
member of the firing squad is given
a table flag and a new set of white
gloves.

Ray Mims has been an
entertainer for more than 40 years.
He’s a Legionnaire and
recently became a dual
member of Edgewater, FL
Squadron 285.  He’s one of
the guys who looks around,
sees something that’s
needed and does
something about it.  In this
case, he noticed the Post
needed something for one
of its walls, so he built a flag
shadowbox and donated it
(right) as a tribute to all
veterans.

They’re pretty busy these days at Huntington, WV
Squadron 16.  So far they’ve conducted 20

interviews with World
War II veterans that will
become part of the
Veterans History Project
of the Library of
Congress.  In the
process, they uncovered
some amazing stories or
heroism, survival and
patriotism.  The
squadron has also
participated in a funeral
for a soldier killed in Iraq,
constructed a barbeque
pit for a local low-income

home for single mothers and they built a chin-up
station for the Thundering Herd Battalion of the
Marshall University R.O.T.C.

Members of Somerset, OH
Squadron 58 pitched in and helped clean
up and reset stones (right) in the town’s

old Lutheran
Cemetery.  They
wanted to get it
ready for
Memorial Day.
M e a n w h i l e ,
Wilkesville, OH
Squadron 476
Sons also spent
time last May
decorating veterans’ graves in time for
Memorial Day.  The guys from Squadron 476
also bought a snow cone machine and put
it to good use when they take it to the Wilton
Grade School Field Day.

Wondering what present to give that
hard-to-buy-for friend or relative this
Christmas?  How about giving the gift of
freedom by purchasing a membership for
them in one of
the branches of
The American
Legion Family?

Sons in
the Detachment
of New York are
stepping up to

help raise money
for the NEF and hurricane relief.  At the
Detachment’s fall conference, Vice
Commander Gary Denmon charged $10
per person to have his head
completely shaved.  (above right)
Not to be outdone, Ida Knapp,
Broome County Auxiliary VA&R
Chair, also stepped up to the plate
and had her head completely
shaved, as well. The total raised
from these two haircuts, including
phone solicitations, exceeded
$1,300.  Maybe that’s why
Detachment officers are suddenly sprouting patriotic “dew rags.”
(right)

Sons in Fishers, IN Squadron 470 are helping local police with
their “Books and Badges” program.  Officers keep books in their
cars to give to kids they encounter.  There’s also a stack at
headquarters and police go to local schools and read to students.

LOOK AT WHAT
OUR SONS ARE
DOING TODAY!

The squadron helped pay
for the books with a $500
check, money raised from
a summer golf outing.

Here’s what a new
S.A.L. member should
look like.  Little Sebastian
Gaytan checked into the
world on September 16

and was almost
immediately handed
his membership
card (left) from
Dover, DE
Squadron 2.
Sebastian’s dad is
Peter Gaytan,
Director of The
American Legion
VA&R in
Washington, D.C.

H e r e ’ s
another example of
Legion Family
members helping

one another.  Sons joined with Legion and Auxiliary
members at Bainbridge, PA Squadron 197 and
hosted a chicken barbeque to benefit nearby
Maytown, PA Post 809 - it’s small and has limited
fundraising opportunities.  The event pocketed
$1,000.

Is your squadron looking for a sure-fire way to
sign members earlier in the year?

Selma, IN Squadron 437 and
Bloomington, IN Squadron 18 both
know the value of sending out their
own postcards.  Bloomington sends
cards to everyone who has been a
member in the past seven years.  They
normally wait until February to send
out reminders, but put them in the mail
this year in August.  The response was

overwhelming and enough old members were
reinstated to more than pay for the cost of the
postage.  Meanwhile, Selma got tired of waiting for
members to come in and sign up, so they sent out
letters in September.  Not only did everyone respond,
they wound up going from zero to more than 150%
membership in less than three weeks!
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by David Dew
National Americanism Chairman

Americanism programs are
those which tend to include
activities that perpetuate American

Explaining the role of Americanism

by Jim Roberts
National Membership Chairman

ideals and uphold the principles of American democracy. The security of
America lies in a citizenry that has a true understanding of those ideals and
principles upon which the nation was founded.  Americanism programs also
try to instill in citizens the knowledge that there are duties of citizenship and
that people should be willing to perform these duties even at the cost of
great personal sacrifice.

Americanism is largely educational in character. All matters pertaining to
the flag or patriotic education are rightly classified as Americanism activities.
Every citizen should have a thorough knowledge and understanding of the
Constitution of the United States. Therefore, Sons have a very definite
objective in emphasizing the teachings of good citizenship through The
Legion’s Americanism programs.  Such programs embrace a lot of activities
and require real, honest, unselfish effort. Members of the S.A.L. can effectively
make patriotism a personal matter.  They can select and successfully carry
out projects adaptable to the needs of their communities.

In October we had 22
Detachments that made their 25%
membership target,
 We have now reached 22% of
our National goal and have issued
66,407 membership cards for the
2006 administrative year.  We
missed the attaining our 25% target
in October by only 8,458 members,
although the good news is that we
are 1,629 members ahead of where
we were this time last year.  Please
keep on top of membership in your
squadron.  Remember that your
membership is the fuel for your
motorcycle.  Without it, your bike
will stop running.
 The form needed to received a
National Individual Recruitment Pin

Membership Leaders
France 59.7%
Montana 49.7%
Dist of Col 47.4%
Alabama 46.8%
Wisconsin 43.5%
Georgia 42.1%
Kansas 41.4%
Virginia 40.7%
Tennessee 39.6%
Minnesota 38.3%
Maryland 37.6%
Florida 36.6%

will be posted to our S.A.L.  National website very soon.  It’s an award available
to any member of The Legion Family.  To receive it,  one must sign seven
brand new members into the Sons.  The form must be filled out completely,
signed by the appropriate persons and sent to the Regional Membership
Chairmen whose addresses are on the bottom of the form.  The Regional
Membership Chairmen will then mail the pin to the address provided on the
form.

Finally, don’t forget the National S.A.L. Membership E-Group at
www.groups.yahoo.com/group/NationalSALMembership/.  Otherwise you
can subscribe by sending an e-mail to NationalSALMembership-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

Membership is our lifeblood and future
“Make no mistake about it, The

American Legion stands squarely
behind the Boy Scouts of America!”
Those words were uttered recently by
American Legion Past National
Commander Thomas P. Cadmus,
referring to the latest judicial ruling
against the Boy Scouts in which U.S.
District Judge Blanche Manning ruled
that the Pentagon could no longer
spend government money to ready a
Virginia military base for a national Boy
Scout event.  Judge Manning’s June
22 order stems from a 1999 lawsuit
by the ACLU of Illinois that claimed the
Defense Department sponsorship
violates the First Amendment because
the Scouts require members to swear
an oath of duty to God.

“We are ready to do whatever it
takes, including taking this to the
Supreme Court, to get common sense
and decency returned to our
communities.  This is another direct
attack by the ACLU on American
values.  It shall not stand,” said
Cadmus.  The American Legion is one
of the nation’s largest sponsors of
Scouting units across the country.

The American Legion has
challenged America’s leaders to stand
firm against the latest move by the
ACLU against the Boy Scouts of
America who it claimed, “engage in
religious discrimination.”

Last November, in a strongly
worded letter to Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld, Cadmus wrote,
”The idea that sponsorship of Scouting
by American military units is
‘unconstitutional’ goes beyond the
absurd, even well past the point of
stupidity. How is it the government can
fund chapels on military bases, and
Chaplains in the military, but not
accommodate Scouting? Why is it that
the rank of Eagle Scout is an attribute
highly sought in candidates for military
academies, but will soon become
unwelcome on military bases? How is
it the Congress can sanction Scouting
by issuing them a federal charter, but

the courts can declare them
‘outlaws?’”

“The event at Fort. A.P. Hill is a
great American tradition for our
nation’s youth,” Cadmus said.  “It
brings both the military and the
civilian communities together for a
common cause - to provide a
learning experience that will
enhance our young mens’ outlook
on patriotism, comradeship and
self-confidence.”

Jamboree activities include
archery, biking, a confidence
course, environmental conservation
programs and kayaking, according
to the Scouts’ Web site.

Scouts attacked - Legion counterattacks

President John F. Kennedy
enjoyed reading the works of an
Irish author who wrote a story about
a boy who tried to climb over a wall,
but could never quite make it.  One
day he climbed near the top and
suddenly removed his cap and
threw it over the wall.  Now he had
to go and get it!  Many have said
that J.F.K. threw his cap over the
wall when he promised that man
would set foot on the moon before
the end of the 60’s.  His
commitment meant we had to go
and get it.  We succeeded in this
giant leap for mankind.

The same scenario may be
applied to the works of the S.A.L.
membership, Child Welfare
donations, and VA&R hours of
service. As we near our goals, or
the top of the wall, in order to
achieve all time highs, we throw our
cap over the wall at crunch time and
we have to go get it.  There is
always one more member, one
more dollar over that wall. Throw
your hat over the wall so you will
have to go get it!

Throw your cap
over the wall
by Roy Turner
Ohio SALute newsletterThe Veterans Affairs and

Rehabilitation Commission is
promoting a pair of programs to help

No-cost projects make a difference
by Joseph Gladden
National VA & R Chairman

squadrons raise money that can be used to support programs for rehab
and veterans’ projects.  The first is “Tabs For Veterans” and the second
program is “Soldiers 4 Soldiers.”

“Tabs For Veterans” is a program that involves removing the pull tabs
from empty cans, selling them to ar local recycler and donating those
proceeds to a hospital, clinic, nursing home or other vetera’s’ project. A
new promotional poster has been developed and is now available for
distribution.  It needs to be downloaded from our S.A.L. National Web
Home Page at www.sal.legion.org.  You can also download the “Tabs
For Veterans” Reporting Form to summarize “Tabs” activity for the year.
The squadron, district and detachment that reports the most funds donated
through this program will receive an “Iron Mike Soldier’s Trophy.” indicate
that they were the nation’s largest donor to this program. Thousands of
dollars can be raised by merely popping the tabs of those cans.

The second program is called “Soldiers 4 Soldiers.”  It was started by
a U.S. Air Force veteran who wanted to help active duty soldiers and their
families.  She read about a company that purchases discarded inkjet
cartridges for $1 and cell phones for $3 each and she also read that over
300 million inkjet cartridges and 150 million cell phones end up in landfills
each year.  The American Legion became a partner in this venture and
it’s estimated that $17 million could be raised annually if each American
Legion Family donate just one inkjet cartridge and one cell phone.  More
information about this project can be found on the web at
www.soldiers4soldiers.com.

These are two ways of raising funds to help veterans and to help soldiers
without dipping into your pocket.  These projects can succeed if you give
just a little of your time and effort.

National Update newsletter
c/o Mike Pipher, Editor
612 S. State Road 446 #35C
Bloomington, IN   47401

If you have story ideas
or pictures to

contribute, send to:

or send via e-mail
 mpipher@indiana.edu

Deadline:  February 1, 2006

Legion goes NASCAR
Sons who are NSACAR fans

should cheer for Jerick Johnson,
driver of The American Legion
Freedom Car in the Busch Series
and himself a members of the Sons.

A unique sponsorship between
The Legion and Team Johnson is
putting Car #76 on the track.  Costs
are being paid each time Legio
posts purchase Freedom Car
merchadise.  No membership
income is being used to pay the
sponsor fees.  T-shirts, caps,
diecast cars and more can be
purchased through Emblem Sales.
See more at www.sal.legion.org.

Did you know....
In 2005, the S.A.L. contributed
more than $3 million and
465,000 hours to American
Legion Americanism projects?


