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all day Friday, Saturday morning and for
a brief period on Sunday morning. All
registration must be handled by
Detachments. Individuals may not register
themselves. Official convention badges
will be required for all delegates and
guests who wish to enter onto any
convention floors, National Emblem Sales
exhibit halls and shuttle buses. The $15
registration fee is waived for guests under
the age of 18.

Friday night’s convention schedule
calls for opening ceremonies, a memorial
service and visits by a list of special guests.
Saturday’s business reconvenes at 8:30
a.m. and will consist of reports, award
presentations and special guests.
Nominations and elections of new national
officers will take place Sunday morning,
just prior to the joint national patriotic
memorial service.

This year’s American Legion
Convention Parade will be held
Sunday afternoon at 4 p.m. at
Kapiolani Park located at the east end
of Waikiki. Sons are being asked to
wear light khaki pants and blue S.A.L.
jerseys in the parade.

One of the most popular events of
each convention, The American Legion
National Color Guard competitions,
will be held on Saturday morning at 7
a.m. in the Convention Center Hall I.
S.A.L. national champion color guard
members from of Wichita, KS
Squadron 401 will be defending their
crown.

It would be hard to imagine a
convention location more inviting than
Hawaii, one of the world’s premier
tropical vacation destinations. Sons
and their families will find endless
beaches and surf when they’re not tied
to the convention floor. Shops and
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foods and entertainment abound in and
around downtown Honolulu. 1twould
also be hard to visit Hawaii and not
find time to visit the U.S.S. Arizona
memorial at Pearl Harbor, the spot at
which World War I1 began for the U.S.
and still a place of reverence because
of the more than 1,000 sailors who
remain interred inside that sunken
vessel.

Sonsand their familieswill find time
to enjoy luaus, tours, cruises or visits
to other nearby islands. Awide variety
of tours and packages are available
through The American Legion at
www.mcahawaii.com/
amerlegionhi2005/.

One activity which has been scaled
back this year is the annual convention
blood drive. It will only be held on
Monday, August 22" in the Hawaii
Convention Center between 9 a.m.
and 2 p.m.
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Sons eager to say Aloha

This summer’s 34" annual National
Convention of the Sons of The American
Legion will officially convene on Friday
afternoon, August 29 in Honolulu, Hawaii.
But several activities will take place
before National Commander Michael
Deacon gavels the convention to order
at 4:30 p.m. inside Hall 2 of the Hawaii
Convention Center ground floor.

On Friday morning, Sons will dedicate
a plaque at the National Memorial
Cemetery of the Pacific, commonly
referred to as the “Punchbowl,” the final
resting place for more than 44,000
veterans and their families. The ceremony
is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. and will

honor the veterans whose service to
Americamade it possible for their male
descendents to belong to the Sons of
The American Legion. Wording for
the plaque was approved by the Sons’
National Executive Committee last year.

A handful of meetings will also
precede the official convention
opening. Convention committees will
all hold meetings at 2 p.m. on Friday.
Members of the National Executive
Committee will conduct their pre-
convention meeting at 3 p.m.

Most delegates and alternates
attending this year’s convention will
already be preregistered. Those who

are not will have an opportunity
to do so Thursday afternoon,

Continued on Page 8

Sons pour big
bucks into Legion
charities and others

It was almost like Christmas in
May. Members of the Sons’ National
Executive Committee passed a handful
of resolutions at their may meeting
which had the effect of handing close
toahalf million dollars over to valuable
charitable organizations and American
Legion programs that touch the lives
of many.

\oting unanimously, the N.E.C.
agreed to cut large checks to the
following:

- $105,000 to The American

Legion Child Welfare Foundation

- $100,000 to The American

Legion National Emergency Fund

- $100,000 to The American

Legacy Scholarship Fund

- $75,000 to The American

Legion Endowment Fund

- $50,000 to the Fisher House

- $50,000 to the Boy Scouts of
America

Nearly all of the donated
money had been accruing in
an S.A.L. emergency fund.
It was decided to cap that
fund to avoid conflicts
with federal tax
guidelines and
contribute the excess
to deserving
charitable
pUrposes.



Happy trails, y’all

by Michael Deacon
National Commander

Howdy Cowboys! It’s time to saddle up for the
last leg of our ROUNDUP. Membership is coming in
very good, but we still need to keep on the renewals.
We are closing in on that magic number of 300,000
and I do believe itis in our reach. Each one of
our Vice Commanders is pushing the envelope
to reach that target and if they all make the
100% by convention I will wear the BIG BLUE
COWBOY HAT.

Thank you, gentlemen, for all your hard
work. Each of you has done an outstanding job
and I know you will continue to serve this great
organization in anyway that you can.

I hope that you have heard by now about the large

donations we, the S.A.L., made to several American
Legion programs this spring. (See story Page 1)
We were established to help with all American

As Past National Commander Kevin Winkleman often
says, “Stay Focused!” because we still have a long way to go
before we are done. Please do not let the opportunity pass
you by to make a difference in someone’s life. If I can be of
service to you, please contact me. Let’s GET ‘ER DONE,

and SOAR INTO SERVICE.

One final remark; you knew it was
coming: REPORTS! Take timeto fill them
out and let us know what you have done to

make this world a better place.

Happy Trails!

Rat News: we need
money and ideas

by Mark Arneson
National CWF Chairman

I received mail recently from a
member who was surprised to see a
report saying his Detachment had not
donated anything to the Child Welfare

Legion programs and these donations are going to
help many in need. | feel very good about the
selections that we were able to make. | know
that all of you have seen the affects of these
programs in one way of another. Our donation

to the Boy Scouts will help young men build
character and self worth. The Fisher

House helps veterans and their families
remain close to loved ones during hospital
stays. The National Emergency Fund
helps all of our Legion Family members
during times of disaster, from the
individual to the Post home. The
American Legion Endowment Fund is
the source of the Temporary Financial
Assistance Program & Education for our
\eteran Service Officers. We know how
hard they work to help our veterans. The
American Legacy Scholarship Fund
went into effect on September 11, 2001
and provides scholarships to the families
of military personal who die in the line of
duty. The Child Welfare Foundation
provides money to pay for information
campaigns about issues and medical
programs that benefit children. The

Children’s Miracle Network is a
giant fundraising effort that provides
money to children’s hospitals all over
the country and Sons have joined with
others in the Legion Family to assist
this wonderful program and the people
who make it happen. Children are the
future of our nation. I wasableto go
toa CMN celebration in Orlando and
meet youngsters from every state inthe
country who are fighting a wide range
of medical and life threatening
problems. The courage that they
display every day of their lives isan
inspiration to each of us. How
fortunate we are when we have good
health. These are the reasons why we
do the things we do.

Foundation. He felt the report was
misleading because many squadrons
like his own have contributed
thousands of dollars to the Children’s
Miracle Network and other worthy
causes. This individual feltthe current
reporting method makes Detachments
look like modern day Scrooges.
First, it’s important for squadrons
and Detachments alike to report
donations to CMN and other
organizations on our Children and
Youth Report Form. The American
Legion and the Sons support many
different organizations as well as
veteran programs, VA hospitals and
much more. We all realize it’s not
possible to donate money and time to
everything. Certainly CMN is a
worthy recipient and is fully-endorsed
by The Legion, I believe we should be
sure to generously support our own
Foundation. Our money gives the
CWF more opportunities to help the
nation’s youth and it promotes positive

Continued on Page 6

New poll same as old
polls: public wants flag
amendment adopted

A newly released independent poll
confirms that the vast majority of
Americans want the U.S. Flag protected
from acts of desecration.

The random poll of 1,004 adults
nation-wide was conducted by the
Opinion Research Corporation June
16 -19. In responding to the question
how important do you think it is to make
flag desecration against the law, 81
percent said it was somewhat to
extremely important. Another 75 percent
said they wanted Congress to pass a flag
protection constitutional amendment.

Complete poll results at
www.legion.org

The poll echoes numerous others
conducted since a 1989 U.S. Supreme
Court decision overturned five previous
courts and made flag desecration legal.
Poll after poll indicated that between 75
percent and 80 percent of the public
support legal protection of Old Glory
from physical acts of desecration.

“I’m delighted but not surprised that
this poll again confirms what we already
know,” said Thomas P. Cadmus, National
Commander of The American Legion.
“When asked a straight forward question,
most Americans will give you a straight
answer - Protect Old Glory.”

In June, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted overwhelmingly to
adopt the amendment.

“l urge Members of Congress to heed
the voices of the people and the call of all
50 state legislatures,” Cadmus said.

The poll, commissioned by the
Citizen’s Flag Alliance, has a margin of
error of plus or minus three percent.

It’s estimated that one in every three Legion Family members, including
Sons, is an avowed fan of NASCAR. That’s one reason why Legion
officials have joined with Team Johnson Motorsport to sponsor a Busch
Series race car. Media exposure and recruiting opportunities helped spur
the creation of car # 76, the Freedom Car.

Johnson Motorsport is using this summer as a research and
development period. The car will be tested at various tracks. Its racing
debut is scheduled for late September’s Dover 200 in Deleware. The
Freedom Car will compete for Rookie of the Year honors next year.

S.A.L. squadrons can help support this project by purchasing “Post
Packs” consisting of shirts, hats and lapel pins that can be resold or raffled.
Get additional information and stay tuned for news updates about this
venture at www.legionracing.org.
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. . _ Renewal Rates
Back in April, National
Headquarters extracted theentire list | ; |4 89.76%
of S.A.L. members from 2003 and | 2. New Jersey 89.69%
2004 from our massive computer j- Elroarrt]k(l:% o gg-g;?
. a o 0
bank. The list totaled over 400,000 | 5 kansas 88.93%
records and was forwarded to the | 6.Connecticut 88.76%
U.S. Postal Service and run against ;- '\’flfé‘[)yrfsnkda gg-zgff
official USPS listings. Asaresultof | o pennsyivania aoien
this project, over 16,000 bad _
addresses were corrected on our National Average 85.42%

system. We ask that all Detachments,
Districts, and squadrons take time

during their various meetings well as the post office. We plan on
throughout the year to encourage making thisayearly project at National
all  Sons to complete change of to assist in correcting mailing

address forms with the squadron as  addresses.



Showing support for the Boy Scouts (Below), Brockport, NY
Squadron 379 helped the Post conduct a court of honor ceremony
for Eagle Scout William Sees, Jr. To William’s right is his uncle, Sons
2" Vice Commander Bruce Catherwood, Sons Commander Chris

Kodiak and Legion
Commander Roy
McLeod.

Bluffton, IN
Squadron 111
joined with the local
Elks Club to
donate American
Legion educational
DVD’s to the
county’selementary
and middles schools
and the county

library. The 20 minute DVD’s tell the history of the flag of the United States, the
significance and meaning of our flag and respecting and caring for the flag. The
S.A.L.’s Greg Spauldings and the Elks’ John Barnes Elks presented the DVD’s to

The holidays were much brighter for several
communities in Kansas this year because of the
efforts of Halstead, KS Squadron 231. Starting
a day early, Sons and their wives cooked
Thanksgiving dinner, Auxiliary members cooked the
pies, local Girl Scouts handled decorations and
helped serve while Legionnaires delivered meals to
those who couldn’t make it in. More than 180
people were fed this year. Then at Christmas, the
Sons spent over $5,000 to buy presents for people
down on their luck. (Below)

children’s librarian Amy
Greiner. (Left)

Meanwhile, Montrose, PA Squadron 154 Finance
Officer Marvin Blachman and Ray Smith donated a total
of 260 dictionaries to every third grader in the Montrose
and Elk Lake school districts as part of the squadron’s
“Dictionary Project.” The goal of the project is to assist all
third grade students become good writers, active readers
and creative thinkers. (Above)

Robert Wright
calls himself a
double-dipper, a
Korean  War
Navy vet whose
eligibility in the
Sons comes from
his father’s WW |
service. Robert
sentthis picture of
the Manchester,
MO Squadron
208 Commander

A husband and wife team of New York Manning a BBQ

Detachment S.A.L. and Auxiliary officers hosted a earlier this year to raise funds for the Veterans home in nearby St. James.
flag etiquette program for second and third grade They also fixed a meal for the vets. The guys in Manchester admit to
students at an elementary school in Valley Stream stealing these ideas from Washington, MO Squadron 218, just down

NY earlier this year. All of the children who theroad. (Above)
participated in the program were awarded
certificates. Essay contest winners were presented
with flag sets at a ceremony in front of the entire
school. Albert and Maxine Deichler posed with
school officials and some proud children. (Above)

You have to give those guys from Kansas some
credit for sticking it out when wind and rain pelted
this year’s Detachment of Kansas Golf Tournament
back in May. More than three inches of rain the night
before didn’t keep golfers from teeing off. Tourney

chairman and Past National Commander Neil
Warnken says the tourney’s real winner is the Child
Welfare Foundation, which will receive $1000.

And look what’s cookin’ in Wheaton! Members Of Wheaton, MD

Squadron 268 proudly gather around their gigantic new grill/smoker.
The cooker was purchased from proceeds from dinners and functions

A new monument honoring
Spanish American War veterans was
dedicated in May and spearheaded
by Collinsville, IL Squadron 365
and paid for by the local Legion and

SPANISH WAR VETERANS
1
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be lost to history. (Right)

sponsored by the
S.A.L. Before acquiring
this convention-sized
cooker combo, they
were using an old rusted
outgrill. They say itmay
be a while before they
finish reading the
instruction manual, but
whenthey do, many fund
raising events will be
planned. (Above)
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Marking the years

It was noted in the spring edition of
National Update that Continuous Years
Cards are no longer being printed. Some
readers misunderstood and thought it
meant years would no longer be printed
on S.A.L. membership cards. The
Continuous Years Cards were a separate
document supplied to squadron adjutants
to give to members who reached 5, 10,
15, 20, 25,30 and 50 years inthe S.A.L.
Few squadrons have used the cards in
recent years, so they are no longer being
printed. Amember’s continuous years
will continue to be printed on his
membership card.

This Son always keeps
his eyes on the storms

Hurricane season is open again along the nation’s
southeastern and gulf coasts. S.A.L. National Vice
Commander-South, Jim Roberts gained a lot of first-
hand knowledge of hurricanes in the past year. During
2004 he went to work for Florida’s Division of
Emergency Management, moved his family to a new
home in the midst of a hurricane and did all of this at the
same time he assumed the duties of a National Vice

Commander of the S.A.L.

Florida was battered by three strong storms last year at the same time Jim was easing into his job as the state’s lead
preparedness trainer. He didn’t have much time to prepare for the devastation, but he saw what members of the Sons were
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fundamental rights. The greatest and
most significant heritage of our country
has been its spiritual heritage. Apart
from faith in God, American history has
no meaning. Our institutions were
created, our laws enacted and our
liberties secured in it.

Let’s remember the faith of our
fathers and all those who fought for the
freedoms we enjoy today. Let’s
preserve that liberty. We also
remember what Dwight D. Eisenhower
said: “Faith is our surest strength, our
greatest resource and men grow in
stature only as they daily rededicate
themselves to a noble faith.”
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name recognition for The Legion
Family.

Sons have been the lead
contributing group to the CWF over
the past decade. Our support of
CWEF is something we do very well.
No matter the size of your squadron
or Detachment, your contributions to
CWEF can make a difference in a
child’s life.

By the way, we’re looking for ways
we can recognize and celebrate the
fact the S.A.L. will exceed the $3
million mark this year in contributions
to the Child Welfare Foundation.
Send us your thoughts and ideas.

doing in the aftermath of those storms. In some cases, they had to help rebuild
their own Post homes as well as their communities.

“The Florida Sons of The American Legion was, in my opinion, a very integral
part of the process as our members started taking donations of goods and money
and through our coordination, delivered them to the areas affected,” says Jim.
“Several of our members living close to the impact areas went and volunteered
many hours with their Legion counterparts making sure the needs of the population

were met.”

Jim says the recovery process still continues, a full year after the deadly trio of
storms. There will be more storms in the future and the need for assistance will
never subside. Many Legion Family members who were pounded by last year’s
hurricanes depended on assistance they received from The Legion’s National
Emergency Fund; all the more reason to continue building that fund for future

disasters.

If you have story ideas
or pictures to
contribute, send to:
National Update newsletter

c/o Mike Pipher, Editor

612 S. State Road 446 #35C
Bloomington, IN 47401

or send via e-mail
mpipher@indiana.edu

Deadline: October 1, 2005

The Chaplain’s Corner

FROM THE PULPIT

by Tony Morgan
National Chaplain

Greetings to all of you. Atthetimel
was writing this, | was preparing my
Memorial Day message for activities here
in Vermont. As your National Chaplain |
have been given many opportunities to
talk about the American Legion Family
message of “Service to God and
Country” and Memorial Day was just one
of those opportunities. I have been
rewarded over the course of my office
with the blessings of new friendships and
new ideas of ways to serve. Many of you
have written to me with suggested prayers
or ideas of how to strengthen our
message. | welcome and appreciate each
and every one of them and value the effort
that has gone into creating them.

By the time you read this, many
opportunities to promote Service to God
and Country will have passed such as
Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence
Day and assorted ceremonies,
dedications and remembrances. It is
important as chaplains that we are visible
and actively involved in ceremonies or
dedications and remembrances. Take
some time, as chaplains, to remember
what Benjamin Franklin said during the
Constitutional Convention at
Independence Hall in Philadelphia in
1787. During one of his greatest speeches
he said, “I have lived, sir, a long time and
the longer 1 live, the more convincing
proofs | see of this truth; that God governs
in the affairs of men.” That describes the
very spiritual foundation on which our
Nation rests.

Early inour Nation’s history when this
land was still a colony, America made a
covenant with God in a unique sense.
When our republic was born, God was
recognized as the source of all

Continued on Page 6

New promotions will drive you wild

Sons are being encouraged to
become involved with several new
promotions that are impacting
American Legion Family members.

Any member of The Legion Family
who purchases a new Lincoln or
Mercury vehicle between July 1 and
September 30 of this year can receive
a $400 cash back incentive and an
additional $100 will be donated to The
Legion’s Legacy Scholarship Fund.
The Legacy Scholarship was set up to
benefit the children of service members
killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom and
America’swar on terror. To kick-start
the auto purchase campaign in early
July, Lincoln Mercury donated
$25,000 to the Fund.

Another supportive promotion is
underway this summer between The
Legion and Bridgestone Golf , Inc
called “The Long Drive Home.” The
company is donating golf clubsto The
American Legion that will be given
away to soldiers returning from the
middle east and Afghanistan. Sons can

help identify soldiers eligible for this
promotion and encourage them to
enter their name into drawings for the
golf equipment. The actual amount of
equipment donated is based on the
number of yards over 300 that pro
golfer Scott Hend averages on the
PGA Tour each week. Entry forms
and more information about the
Bridgestone “Long Drive Home”
promotion, can be downloaded from
www.legion.org/support. Winners
will be announced through their Posts
so local media events can be arranged.
“Legion Dish” is yet another
promotion that could benefits Legion
Posts and Legion Family members.
All-digital programming and services
are being offered by the DISH
Network. Legion Posts and members
can receive special low-cost
subscriptions. A percentage of every
purchase will be donated to The
Legion’s general fund, as well. More
information is available at
www.legiondish.com.

New cards but old addresses

by Brian O’Hearne
National Adjutant

The 2006 membership cards and
registers have been printed and were
shipped to every state in early June.
Detachments should have new cards
in the hands of squadrons by now. We
have an opportunity to geta jump on
the 2006 membership year and reach
our first National membership target
date. That date is September 14" and
is our 10% membership target. Some
Detachments set their 10% goal earlier
than that.

Renewal of membership has beena
continuing problem. Renewal figures
are provided to your Detachment

leadership onamonthly basis. These
figures fluctuate on a daily basis, but
as of July 7th, we have over 43,000
members who have not renewed their
membership for the year 2005. That’s
close to 15%, or nearly one out of
every six members from last year. In
many cases, these members are
residing at the same address as shown
on the current membership register.
National provides renewal postcard
mailings three times a year, but we
need every “Squadron Membership
Team” to locate, find, and renew our
members. We can do better.

Continued on Page 7



